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SIDE ILSS? 
W 


London, October 1729. 


\EVERAL Members of the Church e- 
5 ſtabliſhed by Law, together with ſeveral 
Proteſtant Diſſenters of every Denomination, 
reflecting with Grief on the great Decay of 
Virtue and Honeſty in this City and Kingdom, 
have form'd themſelves into a Society, with 
a Deſign, if poſſible, to reſtore the ſame ; and 
to that End, have taken a Place in M1Lt- 
LANE, Goopman's-F IELDs, for the publick 
READING of LEcTurts of MoRALiTy. All 
Men of Learning or Good Senſe, who are 
willing to join with this Society in ſo good 
and neceſſary a Deſign, are deſired to prepare 
Lefures, and bring or ſend them, ſealed up, 
to the Brizzſh Coffee-Houſe in Finch-Lane, 
to be peruſed by a Committee appointed 
for that Purpoſe, who will diſtribute ample 
Rewards for all ſuch Compoſitions, as ſhall 
ſuit with this Deſign. 


The Articles, upon which this Society is formed, are 


FST, That the ſeveral Members be Jus to 
every One. | 


SECONDLY, That they be MERCIFUL and BE- 
NEFIC ENA fo all Men, according to their ſe- 

veral Abilities. 
9a 2 THIRDLY, 


14 
| THIRDLY, That they walk humbly and peace- 


ably in the Religious Societies fo which they 
. ſeverally belong. ö | 


The Diſcipline ordain'd for every Member 
of this Society, who ſhall act — to theſe 
Articles, 18, 


That for the grſt Offence, he ſhall be re- 
P by the Chair-Man of the Society. 

That for the Second, his Name ſhall be en- 
ter'd as an Offender, in a Book kept for that 
Purpoſe; And: 

hat for the Third, he ſhall be expell'd A 


the Society. 


alte di cf cf te Abs Ahn v cl : 
To all Lovers of GOD and their Country; In 


Eſpecially To Such as profeſs the Name of HO= 
LY JESUS, who was anointed of GOD 
with the HOLY SPIRIT and Power, ani 

. who went about doing good, and IE: all 
manner of Dszſeaſes. 85 


O You the Moxgar 8 addreſs 

themſelves for your Aſſiſtance in ſo 
great and glorious a Work as they have under- 
taken, viz. to reſtore and advance the Practice 
of Morality, by addreſſing to that Moral Senſe, 
which every Perſon poſſeſſes, and to which 
our Saviour himſelf appeal 'd when he faid 
even 


1431 


even to his Enemies, Why ds you not of your 


Selves judge what is right ? This is a Divine 


Principle in all Men, given them to diſcern, 
and judge what is Moraly fit for them to 
purſue and practiſe, in order to their preſent 
and future Happineſs; and can never be ex- 
tinguiſh'd; tho it may be clouded by Surfeit- 
ing, and Drunkenneſs, and the Cares of this 
Life; by inordinate Zeal for the Forms of Re- 
ligion and the Authority of Fathers and lear- 
ned Men. Without this Principle we ceaſe 
to be Moral Agents, and are not accountable 
for our Actions either here or hereafter. This 
Principle truly diſcerns between Beneficence 
and Cruelty, Truth and Falſhood, as the Eye 
diſcerns Colours, or the Ear Sounds; and if 
this condemn us, God, who is the Author of 
this Principle, will condemn. us. As bad as 
the World is (and 'tis bad enough, God knows) 


it is more governed by this Divine Principle 


than the Fear of Puniſhment or Hope of Re- 
ward, though theſeare of excellent Uſe to thoſe 
in Nonage ( or who are not us'd to reaſoning 
themſelves) .and to ſuch, as are hardened by 
Cuſtom in Sin: But as for ſuch as are righte- 
ous in a Goſpel Senſe, who walk not after the 
_ Fleſh, but after the Spirit, the penal Laws 
were not made for them, they being govern'd 
by the Royal Law, Thou ſhalt love thy Neigh- 
bour as thy ſelf. There appears too much of 
an evil Spirit amongſt our Friends, who pro- 
feſs the ſame Principles with us: But would 
| ſuch 


1 
ſuch be prevailed upon to retire from the Va- 

nities of the World, and ſearch their own 
hearts, we are perſuaded they would ſoon per- 
ceive, that they are led by the Fleſb, and not 
by that Spirit and Temper of Mind which 
was in CHRIST JESUS, who faid to his Diſ- 

ciples; when they were for calling for Fire 
from Heaven, Je know not what Spirit ye are 
of. If we fail in our Attempt to refom 


| + Mankkindby this mild and onlyway left to do 


it; we ſhall fatisfy our ſelves in this, that we 
have done what we could, and ſo muſt leave 
the Event to the powerful, wiſe, and good 
_ Governour of Heaven and Earth, who ill ga- 
ther his Wheat into his Garner, but burn up the 
 Chaff with unquenchable Fire. And ſeeing we 
all look for ſuch a Day, when the Secrets of all 
Hearts ſhall be revealed, and when every one 
of us muſt give Account of himſelf to God, what 
manner of Perſons we ought all to be in all 
holy Converſation and Godlineſs? that ſo we 
may render our Account with Joy and be wel- 
com'd with, Well done good and faithful Ser- 
wants, enter into the Foy of your Lord. 


N 0 


IS 3 
FE 


The PL AN 
| Of The 


MORAL SOCIETY, &c. 


[ N the firſt Place, The Rule by which we 


conduct our Enquires, is the whole Moral 
Law, which takes place in all Rational 


Beings, and is the Standard, Meaſure and 
Rule of their. Actions. This is included in 


doing juſtly, or giving every one his Due, in 
loving Mercy, or being kind and Beneficent to 
all according to our Abilities ; and in walking 
| humbly before God, or a due regard to our great 
Creator and moſt righteous Governour. 


The manner in which we intend to proceed 
3s, to addreſs to the Underſtandings of Men, 
and not to their Affections; becauſe Truth is 

the Object of the Underſtanding : and has all 
thoſe Beauties in it ſelf, thar are ſufficient to 
engage the Affections: And whoever endea- 
vours to captivate his Hearers by mere Sounds 
without any determinate Meaning, or Addreſ- 

ſes to the Paſſions or Affections of Men in 
Words, which have not 'Truth at the Bottom, 
is an Impoſtor or Deceiver of Men, like thoſe, 
who by fair Speeches deceive the Hearts of the 

Simple, and compaſs their Ends of devouring 

1, T1 Widows 


% 
— 


Widows Houſes bs means of their long ay 
More 3 . our deſign 1 by: VE 


I. To treat on Subjects that relate to our 
ſelves, viz. Perſonal Reformation, in our 
Thoughts, Words and Actions; for till that 
be done, we can neither be ſincere i in refor- 
ming others, 1 nor fit for it, 


| II. To treat on Subjefts that 3 to Socie- 
ty; in which will be canfider'd a Natural and 
Acquired 2 85 ſecur'd by juſt Agreements 
and Compacts, and maintain d by Juſtice, 
Equity and Truth, &c. In the Term Society 
we inelude Families, Nations and States, as 
they and the ſeveral Perſons that 3 
ſuch Societies, are related tp one another, and all 
of them to the King of Kings & Lord of Lords. 


Theſe Maral LeBures, being deſign 'd for a 
general Benefit, we ſhall endeayour to make 
uſe of ſuch plain and eaſy Language, as the 
meaneſt, who are capable of Inſtruction, may 
underſtand, and the moſt knowing (where Sin- 
cerity and Humility prevail ) may not deſpiſe, | 


For our Aſſiſtance i in this moſt uſeſul Par- 
ſuit, we eſpecially chuſe the Old and New- 
Teſtament, wherein the beſt Moral Sub 
are contain'd ; thoſe parts of the Old Tas 
ment eſpecially, which our Saviour referr'd to 


when he taught * to Repent, that they 
| might 


vl 


. 
might be fit Subjects for that Kingdom, his 
Father ſent him to introduce; which conſiſted 
not in worldly Pomps and Grandeur, in Trifles 
and periſhing Pleaſures, which his Followers 
at firſt expected, but in Righteouſneſs and Peace, 
and Foy in the Holy Spirit. For his Doctrine 
was not of Men, but of God: He came not to 

do his own Will, but the Will of him that ſent 
Him; and as he taught no new Doctrine, ſo he 
referr'd Men to Moſes and the Prophets, for 
the Rules of their Conduct, as well as the 
Proof of his Miſſion: For in théir Books 
are contain d that Royal Law, To love the 
| Lord our God with all our Heart, with all our 
Mind and Strength; and our Neighbour as our 
ſelves : which two Things are more than all 
whole Burnt-Offerings and Sacrifices. 


The firſt Doctrine then of the Bleſſed Jeſus 
was, That Sinners thould repent: For he fays, 
He came not to call the Righteous to Repeutance, 
but Sinners, even the loft Sheep of the Houſe of 
Ifrael, deſcrib'd by the Prodigal Son, and in 
other Parables: And to encourage repenting 
Sinners, he aſſures them of a kind Acceptance 
wich their merciful Father. 


The next Doctrine he taught was Faith in 
done God, who would make good all that he 
had promiſed by the Mouth of his holy Prophets; 
For all who come to God with any Grounds of 
Hope, muſt. believe that be is, and that he will 
amply reward them 1 * ſerve him. F —_— 

| 8 * 
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the true Bleſſedneſs of Men is moſt excellently 
deſcrib'd by him, who ſpoke ſo that none ever 


ſpoke hike him, in his excellent Sermon upon 


the Mount : wherein he plainly ſhews, that 
Man'sHappineſsconfiſts in purſuing Virtue an d 
true Goodneſs, and improving his Morals, 
corrupted by Education, Superſtition and Vice. 


From the Time that John was caſt into Pri- 


ſon, Feſus began to preach and to ſay, Repent, 


for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand, Mat. 
4. 17. And after he had wiſely choſen his 
Diſciples, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his 
Brother, Fames the Son of Zebedee, and John 
his Brother; with theſe four, he went about 
Galilee, reaching inthe Synagogues, and preach- 
ing the Goſpel, or glad Tidings, of the 

Kingdom, and healing all manner of Sickneſ- 
ſes and Diſeaſes among the People, Verſ. 23. 
The two laſt Verſes give an Account of his 
Succeſs and Fame, which drew great Multi- 
tudes after him; and in the 5th, 6th, and 7th 
Chapters, we have that moſt excellent Ser- 
mon before mentioned. 3115 


In this Sermon he teaches us to be perfect 
according to our Capacity, as our Father who 
ig in Heaven is perfeft; and ſhews that our 
Happineſs conſiſts in Humility, ( Bleſſed are 
the poor in Spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of 
Heaven) in Penitence, ¶ Bleſſed are they that 
mourn ; for they ſhall be comforted ) in * 

neſs 


L111 


neſs (Bleſſed are the Meek, for they (hall inherit 
the Earth) in hungring and thirſting after 
| Righteouſneſs ; for ſuch hall be filled: in be- 
mg merciful ; for ſuch ſhall obtain Mercy: 
and in Purity and Uprightneſs of Heart ; for 
ſuch ſhall ſee, or enjoy, God. He ſharply re- 
3 Mens Hypocriſy, in making long 
Prayers, and in praying to be ſeen of Men; and 
exhorts them, when they pray, to be conciſe 
and ſecret ; when they faſt, io anoint their 
Heads, that their Faſting might not appear to 
Men; and in giving Alms, not to ſound a Trum- 
pet. He teaches us to do good to even our 
Enemies, to forgive Injuries, not to judge or 
cenſure one another without juſt and manifeſt 
Cauſe, and finally, whatſoever we would that 
Men ſhould do unto us, to do even ſi to them; for 
_ this, ſays he, is the Law and the Prophets. 


The Holy Scriptures therefore containing 
ſuch excellent Rules of. Morality, and being 
profitable to perfect the. godly Man, we chuſe 
to draw our Moral Subjects chiefly from thence; 
as alſo, becauſe we have made them familiar 
by reading and hearing them read in the pub- 
lick Services, in our Families, and in our Clo- 
ſets. Theſe ſacred Writings conſtantly teach 
and reaſon that God is one, and but one, the 
Maker of all Things, the Preſerver and Suppor- 
ter of all his Creatures, and poſſeſt of all poſſi- 
ble Perfection. They alſo direct us to the 
Knowledge of our ſelves, in our primitive 

B 2 _=_ 
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State of Innocence, and our corrupted State 
by Sin; and inſtruct us in the Methods of the 

divine Favour, manifeſted and employed i in re- 
covering and redeeming us from Sin, and all 
the Conſequences of it, in refining and perfect-. 
ing our Nature, and making us meet for the 
Kingdom of God, and the heavenly Happi- 
neſs. . 


From the Knowledg e of God and our Alves, 
our Obligation to Morality is inferr'd. And 
even the Heathen, by that Light and Divine 
Principle of Reaſon that, was within them, 
could diſcern the inviſible things 0 Fl God, even 
his eternal Power and 2 the things | 
that were made, ſo that they were le eft without 
Excuſe, God having 45 of one Blood all 
Nations of Men,and by his aha Wiſdom, 
fet the Bounds of their Habitation ; that by 
reflecting on their own Frame and Make, * 
might come to the Knowledge of God and | 
themſelves ; and by following the Divine 
Guide, might be led to the Enjoyment of him, 
which is the higheſt Happineſs. As Men 
bave follow'd or neglected this Divine Guide, 
they have been happy or unhappy in every 
Condition. 


Morality in general. 8 in a tric Re- 
gard to the Law of that Relation we ſtand in 
to God and Man; or, in other Words, in think- 
Nga ſpeaking, and * agreeably to the es 
nels 


HERS 

neſs of Things; which Law and Obligation 
are eternal, univerſal, and unchangeable, and 
take Place where any Rational Beings are t6 
be tound. For God himſelf is govern d by his 
Moral Perfections, in his Work of creating, 
preſerving, ſupporting and governing his 

4 | 1 411 


. 


Creatures. 


f We ought therefore 70 walk humbly beford 
God, who is related to us and to all Mankind, 


as a Creator; who hath brought us into Be- 


ay 


ing, as an Act of his divine Pleaſure, directed 


by unerring Wiſdom and perfect Goodnefs; 


who upholds us in Being by the ſame Power, 
takes care of us and provides for us, and is a 
merciful, tender and compaſſionate Father. 


The Diſplay of God's moral Perfections is 


the Ground and Foundation of our Belief in 
him, he being a God of Truth; and of our 


Truſt in him, he being wiſe, good, juſt, and 
merciful : which Perfections are a ſufficient 
Inducement to Sinners to turn from their Sins, 


and ſubmit to the divine Government, in Ex- 


pectation of finding Mercy, and Favour to 
help them in Time of Need: For if the Wicked 
forſake his Ways, and the unrighteous Man his 
Thoughts, and turn unto God, he will have Mer- 
cy on him, and abundantly pardon him. — If 
thou doſt well, thou ſhalt be accepted There- 
fore turn at my Repropf; behold, T will pour out 
my Spirit upon you. Se 


» 
*his 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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This is the Language of God to Men under 
every Diſpenſation and in every Condition. 
For God could deſign no Advantage to him- 
ſelf either in making reaſonable Beings or in 
reforming them; for their Righteouſneſs can- 
not extend to him: If they are righteous he is 


not the better; and if wicked, he is not the 


worſe. The Happineſs of his Rational Crea- | 
tures muſt be the Deſign of a wife, powerful, 

and good Being, in making, preſerving and 
governing them: For he doth whatſoever he 
will in Heaven and on Earth; None can ſtay 
his Hand, or ſay unto him, What deft thou ? 
And yet by unerring Wiſdom he hath made 
and does govern all his Creatures; ſo that all 
things will agree and work together for the Good 
of them who love him. 


After our Duty and Regard to God, or ra- 
ther what is coeſſential with it in true Mora- 


lity, is To love our Neighbours, or Fellow-Crea- 


tures, as our ſelves; And this alſo ariſes from 
the Relation and Fitneſs of things: For we 
are. ſocial and dependent Beings, and cannot 
be happy any other Way than by loving one 
another. Should: all Men envy, hate and de- 
ſpiſe one another (things oppoſite to Love) 
none would defire ſuch Society. The crimi- 
nally covetous Man does not like that others 


ſhould covet what is his, tho' he covets what 


is another's ; nor would he like that others 
ſhould withold from him in Want, though 
he 


ſas J- 


he refuſes. to give any thing for the Relief of 
others: The Lying Man, or Deceiver, does 
not love to be deceiv'd himſelf: The unjuſt 
Man, or Oppreſſor, does not love to be op- 
preſs d himſelf; nor the Perſecutor of others 
for Difference in Opinion, to be perſecuted 
for his own Opinions. | 


Love to our Neighbour is manifeſted in a- 
voiding whatever may be injurious to his Per- 
ſon, Name, and Property ; in ſpeaking evil 
falſly of no Man, not even of our Enemies; 
and in exerciſing our ſelves in Works of Cha- 
rity and Beneficence, even by doing to others 
whatſpever we would they ſhould do unto us in 
like Circumſtances. This is that Love or 
Charity, which will never fail. It will for- 
give Debt and Injury, where there is nothing 
to pay; and diſtribute liberally of its Poſſeſſi- 
ons to thoſe who are in Want: It will give 70 
him that needeth, and lend, looking for nothing 
again. This was that Temper of Mind, which 
was in Chriſt Feſus, who emptied himſelf, and 
left all for our ſakes, and became poor, that 
we thro his Poverty might be made rich. Con- 
trary to this is a covetous, cruel and unmerci- 
ful Temper; when Men can ſee others in Mi- 
ſery, Diſtreſs and Want, and have it in their 
Power to relieve them, and yet will-not relieve 
them. This Temper is excellently expos'd 
by our Saviour inthe Parable of the glutronous 
and cruel Rich Man, and Lazarus the Beggar: 

ow, 
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No, in order to perform the Offices of 
Loe, ſuch as inſtructing the Ignorant, bear- 
ing the Infirmities of the Weak, and helping 
thoſe that Want; the Good Man manages 
his Affairs with Diſcretion, is induſtrious and 
frugal, and labours with his Hands the Thing 
that is good, that he may have to give to him that 
needeth: He will endeavour to enrich his 
Mind with uſeful Knowledge, that, /ke a good 
Houſholder, he may bring forth, out of his 
Treafire, things new and old. He will copy 
after the Pattern Chri/t has fer him, in going 
about doing good; and it will be as his Mear 
and Drink, to reform Sinners. He will be 
patient under Diſtreſſes and Fr aw con- 
tented with the Condition his Heavenly Fa- 
ther has choſen for him; and will account all 
things but as Dung and Droſs, compared with 
the Excellency of this Knowledge of Chriſt, the 
only begotten and beloved Son of God, who has 
left us an Example, that we ſhould walk in bit 
Steps. EEC 2 5G HER 


When Men cultivate this excellent and di- 
vine Temper, the Conſequence will-be, that 
they will be happy in themſelves, in their Fa- 
milies and Neighbourhood, and every Relati- 
on, in all Eſtates and Conditions of Life. For 
ſuch a Temper /ays up Treaſures above, where 
neither Moth nor Ruft corrupts, nor Theives 
break thro and ſteal. Such a Temper of Mind, 
poſſeſſing our Rulers, will make them 4 | 
nt Ho | | WILT 


ST) 2 
with Juſtice and Clemency ; which will uni“ 
verſally command the Love and Reſpect of the 
Subjects: And ſuch a Temper in the Subjects 
will make them /fudy to be quiet and peaceable, 
and chearfully ſupport the Government, ren- 
dering to it its Due, and praying for it., Such 
a Temper of Mind in Parents and Children, 
Maſters and Servants, Husbands and Wives, 
Freinds and Neighbours ; would make them 
all chearfully attend to the Duties of their ſe- 
veral Stations; the Conſequence of which 
would be the moſt deſirable Peace and Con- 
cord. And finally, ſuch a Temper in all 
Ranks and Degrees of Men, would introduce 
fuch a happy State of Things, that we might be 
faid to be anew Heaven and Earth, wherein 
dwelleth Righteouſneſs,  * OED 


And as theſe happy Conſequences of the fii- 
cere Practiſe of Morality and Virtue, may be 
a ſufficient Motiye to join with the Moral So- 
ciety, the Deſign of whoſe Undertaking, is to 
reſtore and improve the ſame ; ſo the preven- 
ting ſuch Calamities as will inevitably follow 
from Vice, is another molt forcible Motive to 
Join in ſo excellent a Deſign. Sloth, Wanton- 
neſs- and Exceſs, bring Poverty like an armed 
Man : Pride, Covetouſneſs and Violence, iſſue 
in devouring one another; diſturb our Peace, 
and deſtroy our Safety: without they cauſe 
Fightings and Diſtractions, and within Fears. 


oC | We 
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WMe have many Examples of the dreadful 

Conſequences of Vice, and the Havock it has 
made among Mankind. The Old World was 
filled with Violence, and refus'd to be reformed 
by the Preaching of Noah; the Men of Sodom 
refuſed to be reformed by the righteous Beha- 
viour-of Lot; and the Jeus by the many Pro- 
phets ſent amongſt them; and they at laſt re- 
jected the Meſſiab, ſent of God to turn them 
from their Iniquities ; who lamenting their 
State, when viewing Jeruſalem, ſaid, O that 
thou hadſt known, in this thy Day, the things 
belonging to thy Peace] but now they are hid 
From thine Eyes. And the Event of this refu- 
- fing. to be reformed, was, that Wrath came 
upon the Men of Sodom, and upon the Jews, 
to the uttermoſt, „ 


And now we deſire, that every one, who 
propoſes any Benefit to himſelf or others by 
theſe Lectures, would take care to avoid Ex- 
ceſs by Surfeiting, and Drunkenneſs, and the 
Cares of this Life, and to put on a like Tem- 
pe of Mind with that which poſſeſs d the Ho- 
y Feſus, viz. Humility, Sincerity, Sobriety, 
and Application to God for that Wiſdom which 
is from above, and for the Help of his good 


En 


Spirit, 


In this Frame and Temper, we, the Mem- 
bers of the Moral Society, would addreſs to 
our Auditors: And, to uſe the Words of our 

„ . 
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bleſſed Redeemer, He that hath Ears to hear 
let him bear, what the Great God of Heaven 
and Earth, who is King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords, faith to the Children of Men, under 

the Character of Wiſdom, in Prov. 8. 1. &c. 


Dor not Wiſdom cry, and Underſtanding 

put forth her Voice? She ſtandeth in the top 0 

high Places, by the Way, in the Places of the 
Paths. She crieth at the Gates, at the En- 
tring of the City, at the Coming in at the Doors. 
Unto you, O Men, I call; and my Voice is to 
the Sons of Men. O ye ſimple, underſtand Wife 
dom ; and, ye Fools, be ye 77 an underſtanding 
Heart. Hear, for I will ſpeak of excellent 
Things; and the Of ening of my Lips ſhall be 
right Things. For my Mouth ſhall ſpraꝶ Truth, 
and Wickedneſs is abomination to my Lips. All 
the Words of my Mouth are in Righteouſneſs ; 
there is nothing froward or perverſe in them, 
r { 7 are all plain to him that under ſtandeth 
and rigbt to them that find Knowledge. Receive 
my Inſtruction, and not Sitver-; and Knowledge 
rather than choice Gold. ---- The Fear of the 
Lord is to hate evil: Pride and Arrogancy, and 
the evil Way, and the froward Mouth do 1 hate. 
-— T lead in the Way of Righteouſneſs, in the 
midſt of the Paths of Judgment. — Now there- 
fore, hearken unto me, O ye Chi dren; ----- 
Hear Inſtruction, and be wiſe, and refuſe it not. 
=== For whoſoever findeth Wiſdom, findeth Life, 
and ſhall obtain favour of the Lord ; but all 
they that hate Wiſdom and Inſtruction, love 
Death. C2 THE : 
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MORAL CATECHIS MN. 
Queſtion, W 7 HAT is Man? 


Anſwer. A moral Agent; or, a Being poſ- 
ſeſſing Powers of Senſation and Reflection, 
Appetites and Paſſions, Reaſon and Judgment 
with a Divine Principle of diſcerning Good 
and Evil. 

Q. What was the chief End or Deen of "ws 
zng thus made ? 

A. His own Hap ineſs. 

Q. Wherein does 12 Happineſs confift ? 

A. In Self-Government ; that is, in a regu- 
ar Uſe of his Paſſions and Appetites, and ſub- 
jecting them to his Reaſon and Judgment. 

Q. How muſt this be done? 

A. By Care and Watchfulneſs over his 
Thoughts, Words and Actions. | 

Q. Was it poſſible for Man, in his primitive 


State, foto act, 122 not ſin? 


A. Lea; for otherwiſe he could not be 


happy in his primitive State. 


Q. How came Man to ſin, or wet: 
A. By gratifying his Appetite, or coveting 


What he did not want, in oppoſition to his 


Reaſon and Judgment, and the Divine Prin- 


ciple or moral Senſe within him. 


Q. Into what Unhappineſs did this irregular 


Gratificatio of his 5 ire bring him ? 


a Into 


[2] 
A Into Self-Condemnation and Fear. 8 
Q. Did he boſe any of his Phyſical or Natural 
Powers by this Sin? AE Wh. 
A. No ; for God applies to his moral Senſe 
in 8 judging and condemning him. 
. Q, 1s Man incapable of recovering again his 
Rectitude? 1 27H 
A. No; for by the Grace or Favour of 
God he is directed to a proper Method of re- 
turning to his primitive State; which is ſet 
forth in that excellent Parable of the Prodigal 
Son. ö 
Could Man without a Diſcovery of this 
£ __ have known the Melad'f hi ew 
ion? 3 | 99 
A. No. | 1 
Q. In what manner was this Diſtovery 
made? 8 . 
A. By a Meſſenger of Glad-tidings ſent to 
the Tranſgreſſor, to encourage him to hope 
and truſt in the Power, Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs of God; which Diſcovery being made to 
Adam, was convey'd to Methuſalab, by him 
to Noah, and by Noah to his Sons and Daugh- 
ters, by whom the new World was peopled ; 
and in Abraham's Family, to the feveral Bran- 
ches of it, who had the Promiſe of the Ne 
ſiab, who was at length ſent to turn every one 
of them from their Iniquities, and who has 
ſhewn Sinners wherein their Happineſs con- 
fiſts, and the Way to it, in that excellent Ser- 
mon of his, Matthew 5, 6, and 7th Chapters. 


Q. What 


[ 91 | b 
O. Phat were the Foundation Principles o 
WA Doctrine? N erf 
A. Theſe fix following: 


1. Repentance from dead Works. 
2. Faith towards God, that he would for- 


give Men upon Repentance. 
3 3 The Doctrine of Baptiſms, viz. 


1/7. The Baptiſm of Water, which he com- 
manded his Followers to adminiſter to ſuch as 
repent and believe; which Qualifications the 
Church of England teaches as neceſſary to 
Baptiſm, when to that Queſtion in the Cate- 
chiſm, what is required of Perſons to be bapti- 
zed, it is anſwer'd, Faith and Repentance. 


 2dly, The Baptiſm of the Spirit, which 
was beſtow'd at the Day of Pentecoſt, and 
which enabled the Followers of Jeſus to pub- 
liſh the Glad-Tidings of Repentance and Re- 
miſſion of Sins to the Gentiles, to work Mi- 
racles to awaken their Attention, and engage 
their Love to God and one another. 


Za, The Baptiſm of Sufferings, which he 
himſelf was baptized with, and which all his 
Faithful Followers muſt, in ſome Degree or 
other, expect. 


1. De Doctrine of Laying on of Hands, 
with Prayer, in Expectation of the Holy Spi- 
8 rit 


1 


ID 


other Foundations, and but 


LS 
tit to aſſiſt them in perfecting Holineſs in the 
Fear of God, and to give them Courage; in 
ſuffering in the Cauſe of Chryfe. 


5. The Doctrine of the Reęſurrection, to re- 
ward their Sufferings. 


6. The Doctrine of eternal Judgment, viz. 


that which ſhall never be reverſed. 


This is the Foundation that Chriſt has laid, 
and other Foundation can no Man juſtly lay; 
on this all wiſe and faithful Builders have built, 


and what is otherwiſe laid or built, will be de- 
ftiroyd by the Spirit of his Mouth, and the 


Brightneſs of his Coming. 


Q What then ſhall we Joy of thoſe, who lay 
Id t 


heir own Fancies 
on them? 


A. Fudge nothing before the Time; Every 
one muſt give an Account of himſelf to God ; who 
art thou that judgeth another Man's Servant? 
To his own Maſter he flandeth or falleth : The 
Judge of all the Earth will do right. Let us 
forbear then to judge or cenſure qne another 
for different Opinions: And let us labour 6 70 
walk as Chriſt walked; let us make him our 
Pattern in Temper and Practice; and learn of 
him ho was meek and lowly in Heart putting 
on, as the Choſen of God, Bowels of Mercy, 
Kindneſs, Humbleneſs of Mind, Meekneſs, Long- 
ſuffering; and then we ſhall find Reft to our Souls. 
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